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affected the minds of the Sikhs, causing them to think that the
great rebellion was not surely ended.

Some aggravation, also, came from the quarter of Nepal,
which State was in dangerous proximity to Oudh, the focus of
rebellion. The best of all the Native troops in the British
service had indeed been drawn from Nepal, and had recently
added much to their previously high repute. Some troops,
however, of the Nepalese State co-operated with the British
in the Lucknow campaign and failed to be of much use,
mainly, it was thought, by reason of the doubtful attitude of
the Nepal Government itself. Nepal, in the heart of the Hima-
layas, was situated differently from the loyal Native States of
India proper; and during the mutinies was restrained by
its able minister Jang Behadur, who had visited England and
knew her power. The widow of old Eanjit Sing, a remarkable
woman and a veteran intriguer, had taken refuge in Nepal after
escaping from a British state-prison. She was believed to be
fomenting mischief among the Panjabi troops quartered in Oudh
and the Sikhs in the Panjab itself.

Thus in 1858 there was an uneasy feeling among the Panjabi
troops stationed at many places throughout northern India from
Nepal in the east to the Trans-Indus frontier in the west.
These troops consisted not only of Sikhs, but also of Muham-
madans drawn from the Afghan frontier. The Afghans, too, were
believed to have been held back from participation in mischief
only by the Afnir Dost Muhammad, who, though retaining his
capacity and resolution, was much advanced in years, and had
no heir-apparent of equal ability. It was never ascertained,
that this incipient disloyalty among the Panjabi troops reached
the stage of specific or definite design. But there was every
reason to believe that much conversation of a dangerous,
though perhaps indefinite, kind was secretly going on; and
the names were known of the probable Sikh leaders in event
of a disturbance breaking out.

There were certain chiefs among the Sikhs in whose fidelity

, John L'awrence'placed confidence and whose opinion he valued.

Nihal Sing Ohachi was a typical Sikh of the intelligent class,